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furnished a most valuable, if not decisive, test of the disposition
of the Catholics in the South of Ireland, and some test of the
disposition of those in the other parts of the kingdom, and their
conduct appears to me to show clearly that, although treason
had of late years been zealously propagated among them, its in-
fluence was as yet very superficial. An invasion had long been
expected. Humours of a coming French army, which was to
emancipate the people from tithes and rents, and English rule,
had been industriously spread through the Catholic population,
and as soon as the fleet appeared in Bantry Bay, the gravity of
the crisis was fully understood. If disloyalty had really reached
the point which the United Irish leaders imagined, and which
some subsequent historians have supposed, it could scarcely have
failed under such circumstances to have risen to the surface, and
an immediate explosion might have been expected. But all the
evidence we possess concurs in showing, that the great body of
the Catholics did not at this time show the smallest wish to
throw off the English rule, and that their spontaneous and un-
forced sympathies were with the British flag.

c The people,' wrote Dalrymple from Bandon when the arrival
of the French had become known, c behave most charmingly,
and are, I am sure, faithful to their King, and do not aid his
enemies.31 ' I must,'he wrote a few days later, c in justice to the
inhabitants of the country we have passed through, assure you
that their good will, zeal, and activity exceed all description.'2
The conduct of the people of this country is most meritorious
and praiseworthy.'3 General Smith wrote from Limerick: ' The
country is reported to me to be infinitely more attached to
Government, than common report ever allowed of. Your
yeomanry are guardians, and infuse, by their appearance and
indefatigable activity and exertions, the most loyal spirit through-
out each barony. The cabins of every town are reported to me
to be boiling their potatoes for the soldiers.'4 Camden, in the
middle of the crisis, was able to congratulate Portland on c the
zeal which has been manifested throughout the country in the
raising of yeomanry corps, and the temper of those parts of the
kingdom which have been made acquainted with the probability of
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